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The statute next in order, passed in the follow-
ing year (24 Hen. VIII., c. 10), leaves everything
undetermined. It enacts that the tenants and in-
habitants of every parish, township, hamlet, borough,
or village with more than nine inhabited houses, shall,
"at their own proper costs, charges, and expenses,
provide, make, or cause to be made one net" for the
destruction of choughs, crows, and rooks, which " do
daily breed and increase " throughout the realm, and
" do yearly destroy, devour, and consume a wonderful
and marvellous great quantity of corn and grain of
all kinds," besides causing a " marvellous destruction
and decay of the covertures of thatched houses, barns,
ricks, stacks, and other such-like."

Three years later we find an act (27 Hen. VIII.,
c- 63, 1535-6) regulating the government of Calais,
and providing for its representation in Parliament.
This prescribes that the necessary 2s. a day for the
wages of the burgesses in Parliament shall be " levied
in such manner of form as within other cities and
boroughs within this realm is used and accustomed."
The same reference to well-established custom is
found in the act of 1543-4 (35 Hen. VIIL, c. n),
making provision for the payment of the represen-
tatives of Wales. The sheriffs of the twelve Welsh
counties and Monmouthshire are to gather and levy
the fees of the knights of the shire from "the in-
habitants of the said twelve shires, and of the said
county of Monmouth, which ought to pay the same."
The boroughs which did not send burgesses of their
own to Parliament were grouped for electoral purposes
with the county town, and so, in order to provide for
the wages of the burgesses in Parliament, the justices